GAME 5 – College of San Mateo 16, Rio Hondo College 4

FRESNO – A seven-run first inning was the perfect start for the College of San Mateo Bulldogs in Saturday’s 16-4 win over Rio Hondo College in the elimination nightcap at the 2010 California Community College State Baseball Championship, held at Fresno City College’s John Euless Ballpark.

With the win, the Bulldogs (34-9-1) advance to Sunday championship finals against fellow Northern California resident, Ohlone College at 11 a.m. It is the first time since 1992 that two teams from the North will be competing for the state title.

Andrew Suvunnachuen led the Bulldogs’ offense by going 3-for-5 with a double, triple three runs and five RBI. Thomas Wood added three hits, three runs and three RBI, while Ryan Allgrove contributed three hits, two runs and two RBI.

A costly error by Rio Hondo (32-12) in the first opened the flood gates for the seven-run first (six of those runs were unearned).

Bulldogs’ lefty Joshua Saio (6-0) pitched six innings to pick up the win, allowing four runs (two earned) on 11 hits, walking two and striking out four. Justin Burns picked up a three-inning save for this third of the season.

Nick Greene (2-2) took the loss for the Roadrunners, allowing 10 runs (four earned) over five innings.

Top hitters for Rio Hondo were Adam Hurley (4-for-5, three doubles, one run, two RBI), Greg Hamrock (3-for-4, two runs) and Adrian Franco (2-for-4, one RBI).

This will be the third meeting of the year between Ohlone and CSM, with the Renegades winning both previous matchups (10-9 and 4-2).

