Final Four Narratives of Participating Teams in the CCCAA’s

59th California Community College Baseball Championships
Riverside College ‘Tigers’ (33-18, 9-12, 6-1)
State Championships: 2000, 2001, 2002, 2007

Original playoff seed: No. 10 in Southern Calif.

Conference: Orange Empire, 5th
Head coach Dennis Rogers, in his 19th year as RC’s baseball mentor. He is seeking a repeat of 2007 and his 5th state championship in nine seasons.
 
Just like 2007, the Tigers appear to be playing their best baseball coming into the Final Four. Against all expectations, RC is back in Fresno. RC is attempting to be the lowest finishing seed to win the state title. The Tigers have won 10 of their past 12 games, four in a row at last weekend’s Super Regional in San Luis Obispo. Unlike RC’s teams of the early 2000s, the 2008 Tigers aren’t physically dominating or pitching rich. The team batting average is .302 and the pitching staff’s earned run average, on which 15 players have made appearances, is 4.45. However, they are winning when it means the most. 

The Tigers won three consecutive state championships from 2000-2002 becoming only the third team in California community college baseball history to do so. An RC championship in 2008 would also give the talent-rich OEC a seventh state championship in nine seasons. Last year, the Final Four teams had a collective total of 17 state championships. RC is the only team among the 2008 group with state championship trophies at home.
Southwestern College ‘Jaguars’ (37-12, 22-3, 5-1)
State Championships: None
Original playoff seed: No. 5 in Southern California

Conference: Pacific Coast, 1st

After 32 years, this is head coach Jerry Bartow’s and Southwestern’s first appearance in the Final Four. The Jaguars are in Fresno thanks to an 11-9 comeback effort against the No. 1 seeded Santa Ana College ‘Dons.’ Bartow has over 720 wins at Southwestern. His complete record was not available as of this posting. As a team, the Jaguars batted .306 and the pitching staff has a collective earned run average of 3.50.

Bartow is the PCC ‘Baseball Coach of the Year’ and the PCC Male Sports Coach of the Year. He was inducted in to Southwestern’s Athletic Hall of Fame in 2007. Coach Bartow played baseball at Washington State Univ. and was captain of WSU’s 1956 College World Series team. He and his late wife, Betty, were married for 42 years, raised three daughters and one son. Bartow has 16 grandchildren. 
If there is a sentimental favorite at the 59th California Community College Baseball Championships, it just might be Bartow and his maroon-and-gold clad Southwestern Jaguars from Chula Vista.
West Valley College ‘Vikings’ (40-9, 24-1, 5-1)
State Championships: None

Original playoff seed: No. 3 in Northern California

Conference: Coast, South Division, 1st


While Bartow is ‘Mr. Longevity,’ West Valley’s Joshua Blunt is literally, ‘the new kid on the block.’ After three seasons as an assistant, he has taken over the Vikings baseball program with an extremely impressive debut despite a series of adversities and setbacks. WVC will probably suit up only 16 players and also get sentimental points.

Outfielder Justin Walker was paralyzed after a mid-season collision at home plate against Sacramento City. He has regained use of one leg and the other is getting stronger. He has told Blunt he’ll be back to play next season. 

Blunt had to suspend All-Coast Conference sophomore outfielder Jason Codiroli for “violation of team rules” prior to the Super Regional. He will miss the Final Four.


On the upside, sophomore pitcher David Meals (7-1) has recovered nicely from Tommy John Surgery. A business major and excellent student (only two B’s at WVC), Meals is transferring to UC Santa Barbara.
Blunt described his Vikings as “a group of above-average players doing extraordinary things.” WVC has a .339 team batting average and a staff ERA of 3.39.


Sierra College ‘Wolverines’ (36-14, 12-9, 5-1)

State Championships: None
Original playoff seed: No. 4 in Northern California

Conference: Big Eight, T-2nd

This will be head coach Rob Willson’s and Sierra’s second state championship appearance. The Wolverines were in the 2006 Final Four.


In a stunning come-from-behind win on a sweltering day (103 degrees) last Sunday in the Super Regional at Fresno, the Wolverines racked up a four-run rally in the top of the ninth inning and ended Chabot’s season by handing the Gladiators a 6-3 defeat. It was a 3-0 Super Regional sweep for Sierra and that victory set a school record for most wins in a single season surpassing the 35 victories set by Willson’s 2006 and 2007 teams.

The Wolverines are also winners in the classroom. Eight of them made the Dean’s List (3.00-3.49 grade point average): Derek Eid, Tyler Graham, Mitch Holscher, Cameron Ray, Ben Schwefel, Dustin Stoddard, Scott Tully and Brian Wright. 


Two are members of the President’s Honor Roll (3.50 or higher): Sky Valenzuela and McKenzie White.


As a team, the Wolverines are batting .340 and the pitching staff’s ERA is 4.91. 
Outlook:
Fresno’s Memorial Day weekend weather forecast is for much more pleasant temperatures in the high 70’s and low 80’s with nice breezes. What all four coaches probably wish for is that their teams remain hot.
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