	Fresno City College Rams (42-6, 25-3, 5-0)
Coming into the 58th California Community College Baseball Championships, the Rams have an eleven-game winning streak. This season's characteristic has been a come-from-behind mentality, whether in early or late innings. Of the Rams six losses, two are by two runs and four are by one run. 

The offensive production was highlighted by three Rams who have 50 or more RBI: Jameson Smith, Sean Halton and Brian Oliver.

Smith, a catcher, was the Central Valley Conference's Player of the Year. Through last weekend's regional, Smith is hitting .379, with 59 RBI, 8 homeruns and a slugging percentage of 604. Halton, the All-CVC first baseman is at .380, 59 RBI, 8 homeruns and a .630 slg. Brian Oliver, All-CVC designated hitter, is at .365, 52 RBI, 5 homeruns and a .506 slg. Leadoff batter Derek O'Reilly, the All-CVC shortstop, leads the Rams in runs scored (65) and hits (73). His average is .369 and is third in doubles (14) behind Halton (20) and Smith (17). O'Reilly is the ignition to FCC's offense.

On the mound, Michael Guerrero has an 8-1 record, with 73 strikeouts in 91 innings and an ERA of 2.86. Larry Holscher's record is 6-1 with 64 strikeouts in 62 innings and an ERA of 1.16. Marcus Walden, the Rams freshman closer, has 4 of the Rams 12 saves, a 5-1 record, with 39 strikeouts in 37 innings and an ERA of 3.41. The team ERA is 2.68. 

The Rams pitching staff is deep and this has served FCC well in many situations. The same can be said for FCC's position players who have successfully pinch hit or been fine defensive replacements in late innings. The team batting average is .334. This is the 14th time FCC has reached the state finals. Whether this adds up to FCC's sixth state championship, and first since 1992, remains to be seen. It would be FCC's first state championship at Euless Ballpark since 1962.

Narratives were prepared for the COA by these members of the Calif. Community College Sports Information Assn.: Teresa Wang, Cypress; Robert Schmidt, Riverside; Steve Gill, Sacramento City and Woody Wilk, Fresno City.
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Sacramento City College 'Panthers' (35-13, 19-5)
Collegiate Baseball was right on in its Northern California preseason poll when CB selected Sacramento City's "Panthers" as No.1. The Panthers received that slot for the playoffs and are the highest seed at the state championships.

SCC is led by the one-two punch of sophomore righthanders Tim Schlatter and Leroy Hunt. Schlatter is 7-2 with an era of 2.00. He has 83 strikeouts in 94 innings while allowing 80 hits. He has signed a scholarship with UCLA. Hunt is 9-3 with an ERA of 1.93. He has a team-leading 93 strikeouts in 88 innings and allowed only 61 hits. He set a new school record with 33.1 scoreless innings pitched during Big 7 Conference play. Hunt has signed on with Oral Roberts University for next season along with teammate Ben Petralli

Petralli, son of former major league and SCC player Gino Petralli, is one of two switch-hitting offensive threats for the Panthers. He is hitting .338, with 52 hits, 24 RBI, and leads SCC in doubles (16) and walks (44).

Chris White is the other switch-hitter and leads all starters with a .377 average. He also leads SCC in hits (72), RBI (45), runs (51) and stolen bases (30-of-34). He has signed on with Long Beach State for next season.

Left-handed batters Jeremy Malmendier and Chris Elder are also top threats. Malendier is hitting .355 with 35 runs, 50 hits and 24 RBI. Elder is hitting .340 with 53 hits and 34 RBI.

The Panthers have the most appearances in the state championship game with 16. SCC won back-to-back titles in 1998-1999 and, like Fresno City, has won five state championships.

Narratives were prepared for the COA by these members of the Calif. Community College Sports Information Assn.: Teresa Wang, Cypress; Robert Schmidt, Riverside; Steve Gill, Sacramento City and Woody Wilk, Fresno City.
	Riverside College "Tigers" (34-18, 13-11, 6-2)
The Tigers appear to be playing their best baseball coming into the Final Four. RC has won 16 of the past 23 games and 8 of the last 10 .It will be RC's fourth championship appearance in the past eight years. In the regional playoffs, the Tigers won 6 of 8 games including a doubleheader sweep of Cuesta in last week's super regional finals. 

RC is led by two Lousiana State Univ. bound players in sophomore Rene Escobar and Matt Clark. Escobar, the Co-MVP of the Orange Empire Conference and a candidate for the state's Big Stick Award, is hitting .359. He leads the Tigers in hits (78), runs (58), triples (6) RBI (71) and on base percentage (.444). Clark adds extra muscle hitting a team best 14 home runs. His .335 batting average is second best on the team while his .610 slugging percentage is a team best. Of his 67 hits in 2007, 27 have been for extra bases.

On the mound, Riverside has been getting solid pitching performances down the stretch, led by Cal State Long Beach-bound sophomore, Tyler Topp, a first-team All-OEC selection. Topp has a 10-3 record and is figured to pitch against Fresno City in Saturday's 6 p.m. game. Bryant Hollingsworth (6-1) figures to start Game 2. Nine of Riverside's pitchers have seen action in 11 or more games this season, so RC's strength may be in its depth.

RC is looking for its fourth state baseball championship. The Tigers won three consecutive state championships from 2000-2002 becoming only the third team in California community college baseball history to do so.

Narratives were prepared for the COA by these members of the Calif. Community College Sports Information Assn.: Teresa Wang, Cypress; Robert Schmidt, Riverside; Steve Gill, Sacramento City and Woody Wilk, Fresno City.
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Cypress College "Chargers" (29-20, 11-13, 5-1)
It has been an up and down Cinderella season for the Chargers. Two straight wins over Southern California's top seeded Santa Ana College highlighted the regular season, but those victories were followed by a streak where the Chargers managed just one win in the next seven games to close out the regular season. 

Nineteen regular season losses were the most the Chargers had suffered since 1998. However, Cypress stepped it up for the playoffs with four straight wins and then defeated Los Angeles Harbor to clinch a second consecutive return to the Final Four.

Cypress' pitching staff is led by freshman righthander Alex Curry who boasts an 9-3 record and a 2.32 earned run average. In 128 innings, Curry has 102 strikeouts. Another freshman righthander, Michael Olmstead (8-4), has 52 strikeouts in 64 innings and a 4.34 ERA. Both received All-OEC recognition.

The Chargers offense is led by sophomore third baseman Brandon Laird who has a .386 average. He leads the team in RBI (41), homeruns (9) and slugging percentage (.640). Bryan Resnick, another sophomore infielder, hit .358 with a slugging percentage of .530. Like Laird, he received All-OEC recognition.

Cypress won the 2003 and 1997 state championships at Fresno City's John Euless Ballpark. CC also won it all in 1991 and 1994. So, like FCC, Sacramento and Riverside they have taken care of business on Memorial Day weekend. The four teams represent a total of 17 California community college baseball championships.

Narratives were prepared for the COA by these members of the Calif. Community College Sports Information Assn.: Teresa Wang, Cypress; Robert Schmidt, Riverside; Steve Gill, Sacramento City and Woody Wilk, Fresno City.
