In a battle between two of the most high octane offenses in the State of California, Mt. San Antonio College (42-4) beat College of the Siskiyous (39-7) 10-9 in the opening round of the 2011 California Community College Athletic Association Softball State Championships. Mt. SAC advances through to the winner’s side of the bracket and will take on Cypress (40-8) at 3:00 PM tomorrow afternoon for the right to advance to the Championship Game. 

Mt. SAC would jump out to an early lead, taking advantage of four straight Siskiyous errors to put up three runs in the bottom of the first inning. The Mounties added four more in the very next inning on a Cya Neal RBI single down the right field line, Ashlynn Booker two RBI homer over the left field fence, and a Vanessa Bracamonte RBI single to left-center field.
Siskiyous would rally back in the top of the third with a six spot. In that inning, the Eagles rallied with two outs, scoring three earned runs and three unearned runs after a late SAC error that pulled Siskiyous within a single score at 7-6. In the bottom of that inning, Mt. SAC would add an insurance score off a Siskiyous wild pitch that put the Mounties back up two.

That all changed in the top of the fourth when Siskiyous rallied in a big way. Meredith Barnes led things off with an RBI double to left-center field. Two batters later, Regan Drake gave the Eagles their first lead of the night with a two RBI single to left field that put Siskiyous up 9-8.  
After giving up seven runs in the first two innings (four unearned), Siskiyous starting pitcher Anna Miller settled in third, fourth, and fifth innings. The Mounties would score two more unearned runs in that span, but Miller struck out four of her six batters in that frame and if it were not for a few Eagle errors would have shut down the Mountie offense.  

The second of the two late unearned Mountie runs came in the bottom of the fifth when a overthrow by Siskiyous allowed a Mt. SAC run to cross the plate after a Mountie sacrifice bunt. The scored knotted the game up at 9-9 headed into the final two frames of the contest. In the top of the sixth, the Mounties turned the ball over to Diana Rugamas. Rugamas set down the Eagles down in order for the first time since the second inning. 

After tying the game up in the fifth, Mt. SAC finally got to Miller in the bottom of the sixth when Tara Smith stroked a one out solo shot over the right-center field fence to put the Mounties up 10-9. In the top of the seventh, Rugamas slammed the door shut with a ground out to short, back to back K’s, as she improved to 4-0 on the season.

Mt. SAC’s Tara Smith and Cya Neal led the way at the plate for the Mounties as Smith went 2 for 4 with a pair of runs and the game winning RBI, and Neal was also 2 for 4 with a pair of runs and an RBI. For Siskiyous, Meredith Barnes was 3 for 4 with two runs and an RBI. 

Siskiyous will move to the losers bracket and will take on North #1 San Joaquin Delta tomorrow at 3:00 PM.  
