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California Community College Athletic Association Football

CCSF SPOILS MT.SAC COMEBACK WITH 31-28 CHAMPIONSHIP TRIUMPH

FRESNO -- After taking an early 17-0 lead, City College of San Francisco had to comeback from a 21-17 fourth quarter deficit to beat Mt. San Antonio, 31-28, for the 2007 California Community College Athletic Association football championship Saturday at Chukchansi Park.  

It was seventh state title in 14 years for the Rams (11-1), who won their last nine games after a 19-16 loss to Fresno City College on Sept. 15.  Mt. SAC (10-3) also came in with an 8-game win streak.  


Reserve running back Andre Patterson ran 11 yards on the first play of the final quarter to complete an 80-yard drive and give the Rams the lead for good, at 24-21.  The sophomore, out of Manteca High, took over for CCSF’s 1,000-yard rusher Austin Curran, who did not return after running for 70 yards and catching a 40-yard pass in the first half.  Curran was the game’s top rusher with 115 yards on 18 carries.  


CCSF needed another 80-yard drive for the winning points, however.  Game MVP Jeremiah Masoli threw a 10-yard pass to Carlton Sanders for a 31-21 lead with 7:42 left.   That drive started after defensive player of the game DeJon Gomes intercepted a Mounties pass in the end zone.  DeJon, a freshman out of James Logan (Union City) had two end zone picks of Mt. SAC’s All-American quarterback Kevin Craft and also made six tackles.  


Craft, a San Diego State transfer, brought his team pack one more time, on what proved to be his team’s last possession, however.  Following the last CCSF, score, the Mounties went 59 yards to close the gap to the final 31-28 count on a 15-yard pass from Craft to Lester Thomas with 5:10 to go.  San Francisco then used ten plays to run out the clock.     

Masoli, who attended San Mateo’s Serra High and St. Louis High in Honolulu, completed 19 of 33 passes for 252 yards and two scores.  He also had the game’s longest play, a 54-yard run on a first quarter keeper.    



CCSF had threatened to put the game out of reach early.  But Mt. SAC scored 21 unanswered points over a 5-minute, 29-second span to take the lead at 21-17 on a two-yard run by soph fullback Ryan Richards (San Dimas) with 10:41 left in the third quarter.  

The Mounties gained momentum just before halftime.  They stopped  CCSF for a third time inside the red zone, then marched 83 yards in eight plays to score on an 11-yard run by Chaffey College transfer William Woods, with 1:10 left in the half. 



Mt. SAC interrupted San Francisco’s initial second half drive with a pass interception by frosh linebacker Terrell Irvin, who returned the pick 19 yards to the Rams’ 13.  Craft threw a seven-yard scoring pass to Alona Key to cut the CCSF advantage to 17-14 just two-and-a half minutes after the break.  Key, a Boise State transfer, was the game’s top receiver with 12 catches for 179 yards and earned offensive player of the game honors.  Craft completed 25 of 45 passes for 298 yards, but the Mounties were able to net only 38 yards on the ground.  


“Our defensive game handled their offensive line,” said CCSF coach George Rush.  “Then it became a one dimensional game.  Defense won this game.”


One example was Mt. SAC’s opening series.  CCSF frosh defensive back Devin Mays (from Lincoln of Stockton) intercepted a third-down Craft pass and returned it 31-yards for the game’s first score.  CCSF got a 45-yard field goal from sophomore Phillip Zavala (Capuchino of San Bruno) and then a 29-yard TD pass from Masoli to Sanders for the 17-0 lead with 31 seconds left in the first quarter.  

The Mounties made their initial first down of the game on the last play of the quarter and Gomes stopped that drive with his first interception.  

Game honors:

Game MVP:
Jeremiah Masoli, CCSF quarterback.

Outstanding Offensive Player: Aiona Key, Mt. SAC, wide receiver.

Outstanding Defensive Player: DeJon Gomes, CCSF, defensive back.  

