GROSSMONT COMES AWAY WITH WOMENS DOUBLES TITLE
Claremont- In the Southern California Dual Team Championships, the Grossmont College doubles team of Yui Shimizu and Alyse Tyson lost their match against eventual team champion Orange Coast College and Jessica Rice and Emily Paulson. The two teams met up once again, but this time it was for the California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics Womens Tennis State Championship presented by U.S. Bank at The Claremont Club in Claremont, CA. After two hours of grueling play where both teams went back and forth, the team of Shimizu and Tyson prevailed, 6-4, 7-6 (7).

It does feel good to end the season with a win, especially against such a good team that beat us last time, said Tyson. I knew Yui was really tired because she played in the singles championship match, so I wanted to try and avoid going to a third set.

The Griffins opened up a 3-1 lead in the first set, but the Pirates worked their way back into a 3-3 tie before Grossmont broke their serve and then held serve for a 5-3 lead. Orange Coast then won the next game before a Shimizu overhand smash secured the first match.

I have such a great partner in Alyse, said Shimizu. She makes me not afraid at any point in the match. We just felt like we needed to hold our serve and we would have a chance to win.

Holding serve turned out to be the key in the second set after each team broke each others serve six straight games. The Pirates ended that string, as they held serve to take a 5-4 lead, but the Griffins came right back and won the next two games and regained a 6-5 advantage. Not ready to end their season just yet, Orange Coast broke Grossmonts serve, even after the Griffins were serving championship point.

In the tiebreaker, the Pirates led by as much a 5-3 and they were tied six different times until a double fault accounted for the winning point.

Rice was looking to repeat as one half of the state doubles champion, as she teamed with Michelle Esquivel last season for the title. The doubles championship was the seventh in school history for the Griffins and second in the last three seasons.

Shimizu and Tyson defeated Orange Coasts Jaleh Mazaheri and Julie Haley (6-1, 6-2) to reach the finals, while Rice and Paulson needed two and a half hours to dispose of Susan Souksavath and Laurie Souksavath of Santa Rosa, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2.

SEMI-FINALS

Yui Shimizu/Alyse Tyson (Grossmont) def. Jaleh Mazaheri/Julie Haley (Orange Coast),
6-1, 6-2

Jessica Rice/Emily Paulson (Orange Coast) def.Susan Souksavath/Laurie Souksavath (Santa Rosa)
6-4, 2-6, 6-2

FINALS

Yui Shimizu/Alyse Tyson (Grossmont) def. Jessica Rice/Emily Paulson (Orange Coast), 6-4, 7-6 (7)

