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April 29, 2011

DAY 2--CCCAA MEN’S AND WOMEN’S SWIM AND DIVE CHAMPIONSHIPS
at East Los Angeles College Swim Stadium, Monterey Park

HIGHLIGHTS

A day that started with a state record in diving ended with the fifth record broken at the 2011 CCCAA Championships as the Ventura College men’s team set history in the 800-yard freestyle relay Friday night.
The Pirates team of Eric Donahoo, Erik Rennspiess, Collin Baratte, and anchor Steven Tennant swam the last race of the evening in 6:43.32 to capture the title and break the previous record set by Orange Coast of 6:44.04 in 2009.

“We had three guys who finished in the top five in the 200 freestyle earlier today, so I knew we had a chance to swim a good race,” said Ventura Head Coach Larry Baratte, whose son Collin was a member of the historic race. “I had no idea we could break the record. We’re competing at a championship indoor facility here. It’s a fast pool, but championship quality, and it makes a difference.”
Tennant also picked up an individual gold medal in taking the 100 backstroke title at 50.22. 

In the 1-meter diving held at Pasadena City College, American River’s Eddie Kollar collected his second state record in as many days with a new standard in points by winning the event. Kollar’s 285.20 points outdid the old record of Orange Coast’s Chris Salgado (273.10 in 2009). He had smashed the 3-meter diving record Thursday. In women’s diving, Sierra’s Molly Swart didn’t set a record, but did win her second state title by scoring 234.75 in the 3-meter dive event.
It was a big day for Diablo Valley College’s women as they swept the three sprint races with gold medal victories by Rebekah Padilla in the 50 butterfly (26.07), Lisa Boozer in the 50 breaststroke (30.59), and Diandra Prutton in the 50 backstroke (26.98). 

On the men’s side, DVC sophomore Galen Sollom-Brotherton became a repeat champion in the 400 individual medley, shaving four seconds off his freshman triumph with a winning mark of 4:00.21. Cerritos’ PJ Gabayeron also won for the second straight year in capturing the 100 breaststroke title in 55.68.
Santa Monica’s Jeff Lum, who set a state record the night before in winning the 200 IM, is making a bid for swimmer of the meet as he won the 200 freestyle in a blistering 1:37.48, only .40 behind the championship record. Lum also beat defending champion Sharif Alaoui of Pasadena CC, who settled for sixth place as three Ventura swimmers also established fast marks ahead of the 2010 champ.
Orange Coast continues to lead the team standings for both men and women. OCC has 338 points in the women to lead Diablo Valley at 216.50. In the men’s standings, the Pirates have 357 points and lead the other Pirates of Ventura at 273. OCC won the men’s 200 medley relay title and scored a first place finish by Kiersten Colesen in the 200 freestyle  (1:53.42). 

Santa Rosa is in third place in both genders thanks to Trent Williams winning the 100 butterfly for men (49.53) and the 200 medley relay for women.
The CCCAA Men’s and Women’s Swim and Dive Championships concludes on Saturday, April 30.

Recap written by Robert Lewis, CCCAA Sports Information, CCCSIA member
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